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Senate to vote Thursday on vets' hiring incentives

By Adam Bosch Times Herald-Record

Published: 2:00 AM - 11/10/11 

Federal lawmakers are hatching a plan to fight unemployment among war veterans.

Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y,, said he expects the Senate to vote Thursday on a package of tax incentives and training programs that would help find jobs for the roughly 12.1 percent of veterans who are unemployed across the United States.

"Our veterans possess many marketable and desirable skills," Schumer said during a conference call Wednesday. "They shouldn't have to spend months or years on the unemployment line."

Data from the U.S. Census Bureau show that roughly 18,500 veterans are unemployed in upstate New York. That includes nearly 1,300 in Orange, Sullivan and Ulster counties.

Schumer said the "VOW to Hire Heroes Act of 2011" would put more veterans to work. The bill would provide tax credits ranging from $2,400 to $9,600 depending on a veteran's length of unemployment and disability status.

It would also extend the GI Bill, which provides free college for qualifying veterans, for an additional year. A spokesman for Rep. Maurice Hinchey, D-Hurley, said the House hopes to vote on the bill after it's passed in the Senate.

Experts said unemployed veterans fall victim to myriad forces, including the sour economy for all job-seekers.

John Crotty, who runs the Veterans Service Agency in Sullivan County, said veterans face additional pressures that come with readjusting to civilian life. Many were fighting wars while their peers went to college and trained for work.

What's more, many vocations that traditionally hired veterans — police departments, fire departments, construction contractors — are currently suffering cuts because of the recession.

"They're coming home to an area where there's nothing going on," Crotty said. "There are no jobs around here."

Anthony Zippo, director of the Orange County Veterans Service agency, said a few potential job connections have emerged recently. Zippo said two employers — the Greater Hudson Valley Family Health Center and the New York City contractor that was recently hired to expand West Point's Army hospital — have both approached his office about hiring veterans in the near future.

Zippo said the federal bill would definitely encourage those companies and others to follow through.

"To me, most companies want to hire vets," Zippo said, "because they listen, they're disciplined, they're drug-free and they are trained."

Unemployed veterans
The following are local statistics on unemployed veterans provided by the U.S. Census Bureau. The statistics are from the year 2010.

- Orange County had 4.9 percent of its vets, or 567, unemployed.

- Sullivan County had 9.5 percent of its vets, or 197, unemployed.

- Ulster County had 9.5 percent of its veterans, or 523, unemployed.
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